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Annotated Code or Maktla.yd 


TB " J ' ra a»"> Threatekw.j Limits 


*'Z etc. threatening letter, etc. 

P«rsoo who shall ki>owi^}V^^^ d I m * ub * 1 ^ on *> ff «u» section, ereiy 
pose of being ^Zt*" “ d - for ^ 

»"ta.e with or without a name P ° 8 ^'« 1 ° r «“r tetter or 

or with any letter, mark or other *?’ " “P 1 * 1 " iti ‘ a n «»»tioiu 

“f u *‘ “5- person of any crime of an mdi^T' , ^ n ’ threal * nin « therein to 
®ate, or of anything, which, if true ’“‘f* under . Lavs of this 

*»repute or to do any injury to the person or S “ C f_ P < ?” n 11140 "“tempt or 

Ssr*”~“ * ■5K!r , ^srs 

Applicability of section to Wj * . 

action does not apply to any holder of a Dotic * of dishonor. — This 

* ^asonabk notice of dishonor ail'd P** to *• «kw 

140 through 144 of this ArtirU <k " a 7 lin £ of criminal prosecution 

,M4 - 5 «* SSTu* 5 «* 

» O^o, ch. 396, 5 257A; 1986. ch. 738.) 

hadictm«naL — Irw tte^n ^. ._a ... 
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Crimes and Punishments 


Art 27, § 562 


§ 561 A- Threats against State officials. 

(a) Definitions. — (1) In this section the following words have the meaning 
indicated 

(2) <i> **State officer means a State official as defined in Article 40A. 

5 1-201 Chh) of the Code. ^ 

(ii) **State official’* inrludes the Governor, Governor-elect, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Lieutenant Governor-elect. 

(3) Threat” includes 

(i) A verbal threat; or 

(ii) A threat in any written form, whether or not the writing is signed or if 
it ta signed whether or not the writing is signed with a fictitious name ot any 
other mark. 

<b) Threats generally — A person may not knowingly and willfully make a 
threat to take the life of. kidnap, or indict bodily harm upon a State official 

<c> Sending or delivering threats. — A person may not knowingly send, 
deliver, jairt with tr- roorcssion of, o v nmnr tor uie nuip^> oi •f'ncimg or 
delivering a threat prohibited under subsection (b) of this section. 

(d) Penalties — A person who violates any provision of this section is 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is subject Cn imprisonment not 
exceeding 3 years or a One not exceeding $2,500 or both. (1989, ch. 477; 1990 
ch. 6, $ 2.) 

5s * i— r. -tetaw i i-2oi 

wisnfc. apyrorwl Feb. 16, 1990. sad effective fbbr for "» 1-201 (gg.r i* (*> (2) (I). 

§ 562. Threatening! verbally. 

Evoy person who shall verbally threaten to accuse any person of any crime 
of an indictable nature under the laws of this State, or of anything, which, if 
true, would bring such person into oemtempt or disrepute, or to do any injury 
to the person or property of anyone, with a view to extort or gain anv money 
goods or chattels or any other valuable thing shall be guilty of felony, and 
being convicted thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the peniten- 
tiary for not les$ than two nor more than ten vears. (An Code 1951 £ 634 
1939. $ 535; 1924. § 495; 1912, 5 448; 1904, * 396; 1896, ch. 396, § 257B.) 

Threat to Mtiwd need »o< be m*de dj. 
rrrdy to peron but may be made to his agent* 
employees. Lenoir r. State, 197 Md. 495 
«0 A W 3 (1961). 

Tneeball” ayunmnoua with ~extor 
t5aa "* — Th* term "blackmajT is equivalent to 
aad KjTtanrmoKx with "eriortion.’ lam v. 
SUte. 6 Md. App. 416, 247 AJ2d 758 (1968); 
Qrmsbell Coop. Pobliahing As»‘a r. Brwtler 
2« Md. 324 251 AM 756 fl969>. lav'd an 
crtherfroTOdb.396 0SLa90S.OL 1537. 26 L 
Ed. 2d S (1570). 

Tg*** "7^ "* °^ hpr PWty by 
owner is bur of p c mm l tnjvry 
wn^itaiee robbery, and mt, nzxier eppropri- 


Tbrewt im cNrotU (IbmdL — II vs deer 
that it >• not mprired th«* money or other 
valuable thing be obtained. Tbr esmilial el«- 
meut at the crime is the threat IfC) the «nan- 
ovr of thrent b verbal; (2) tb* robject of the 
threat b to do anj injory to the person or prop- 
•rtr of mrxjvae: and i3> the making of the 
tfareai b wilh a view to exJnt nr gain anything 
rf value, the crime kaa been committed. No 
prvcioe wurda era mamsrr to cooetitate erii 
* threat It may be hnamfc or euggealian. 
md the amrmeCancce ondiT which H b 
uttered end the reletkaui betwe en the partita 
may be taken into cw b de a lest, local v. Skate, 
b Md App. <15. 247 AJH 758 (1968). 
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